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 
Third Sunday in Advent 

December 17, 2017 
 

Immanuel 

8:00 am Order of Worship Hymns 

 Morning Worship 75, 60, 63 

 TLH pg. 5ff  
 

St. Paul's 

10:00 am Order of Worship Hymns 

 Holy Communion  354, 345, 346, 515, 331, 344 

 LSB pg. 184  
 

The Sermon   

 Sermon Text: Sermon Title 
 Matthew 11:2-10 What We are Looking for:  Salvation 

 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Isaiah 40:1-8 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-10 

 
A Note to Our Visitors 

We welcome you in the name of our living Savior, Jesus Christ, and we 
pray that your time of worship with us today will be a blessing to you.   

 

Immanuel-St. Paul Lutheran Parish 
The Lutheran Church- 

Missouri Synod 
11845 Wine Hill Rd. 
Steeleville, IL  62288 

Rev. Sean Smith, Pastor 
pastor@imstp.org (e-mail) 

 
Church Website:  imstp.org 

Church E-mail:  secretary@imstp.org 

 
 

My sheep listen to My voice; I know them and 
they follow Me.  I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of 
My hand.  John 10:27-28  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+4%3A1-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A2-10&version=ESV
mailto:Zechiel@egyptian.net
file:///E:/Bulletin/imstp.org
mailto:Immanuel-St_Paul@hotmail.com


 
Church Notes 

December 17, 2017 
 

Prayer for the Day 
Almighty God, you once called John the Baptist to give witness to the 

coming of your Son, and to prepare his way.  Grant us, your people, the 

wisdom to see your purpose today and the openness to hear your will, 

that we may witness to Christ’s coming and so prepare his way.  Amen. 

 

Next Sunday’s 

Scripture  

Readings Are: 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 

Philippians 4:4-7 

John 1:19-28 
 

The Meaning of "Gaudete" 
The third Sunday in Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete, which is 
the first Latin word of the Historic Introit assigned to this Sunday. 
Guadete means "rejoice" (Gaudete in Domino semper = Rejoice in the 
Lord always). 
 

Treat Bags 
Today both Immanuel and St. Paul's will be collecting door offerings for 
treat bags for the Children's Christmas Programs. 
 

Advent Midweek Vespers 

The final Advent Midweek service will be at Immanuel on Wednesday, 

December 20 at 7:00 pm. 
 

St. Paul's Caroling 
On December 19 everyone is welcome to join the St. Paul's Ladies Aid in 
their annual caroling at the Manor at Craig Farm and Three Springs in 
Chester. We will gather at St. Paul's at 3:30pm and proceed for to the 
Manor, then Three Springs and finally gather for food and fellowship at 
Reids Harvest House at 6pm. 
 

Children's Christmas Programs 
This year, St. Paul's Children's Christmas Program will be on Saturday, 
December 23, at 6:00 pm.  Immanuel's Children's Christmas Program 
will be Sunday, December 24 at 7:00 pm. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+18%3A15-19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A4-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A19-28&version=ESV


Installation of Officers 
The installation of officers for Immanuel and St. Paul's will take place on 
Sunday, January 7, 2018. 
 
Christmas Day Services 
Christmas Day Services will be held at both Immanuel and St. Paul's on 
Monday, December 25.  Immanuel's service will begin at 8:00 am and 
St. Paul's service will begin at 10:00 am. 
 

Fundraiser for Wayne  
Mark your calendars and plan to attend--A fundraiser for Wayne will be 
held January 21 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  There will be BBQ pork 
sandwiches, potato salad, chips, baked beans and dessert.  A silent 
auction will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   Watch the bulletin for details!  A 
sign-up sheet for contributing a dessert is in the back of church.  Contact 
Shelby or Lizzy for more information. 
 

St. Paul's Children's Christmas Program Practice & Party 
Due to scheduling conflicts, the final Christmas program practice and 
the Christmas party have been moved to December 23.  Practice will 
start at 10:00 am with the party afterwards.  Each child wishing to 
participate in the gift exchange should bring a gift ranging from $5-$7.  
Girls should bring a gift for a girl and boys should bring a gift for a boy.  
Each family is also asked to bring a dozen cookies to share.  Pizza and 
soda will be provided. 
 
St. Paul's Sunday School 
There will be no Sunday School on December 24 or December 25.  
Sunday School will resume on January 7 with a big party celebrating 
baptism. 
 
Confirmation Class 
There will Confirmation Class as usual today at 5:00 pm.  We will then 
go on break and will resume Confirmation Classes on January 7, 2018. 
 

Apple Butter Still Available 
Apple Butter is still available from Immanuel.  Apple Butter is a tasty 
treat to share at your upcoming Holiday gatherings. It also makes great 
Christmas gifts.  
 
 



German Christmas Service 
St. John's Lutheran Church in Red Bud (508 Bloom Street) will hold a 
German Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols on today at 3 p.m. Dr. 
Darwin Schrader (a Ruma native) will preach. This is part of the 
congregation's contribution to Red Bud's 150th anniversary celebration. 
 
Christ Our Savior Lutheran High School 
Donation Drive for Life Network: The COS FFA Chapter is sponsoring a 
baby drive for Life Network of Southern Illinois. Life Network clients 
especially need baby swings, Aveeno lotion, Aveeno wash, and Dreft 
laundry detergent. However, all donations are appreciated. Drop your 
donation off at COS by January 26. 
  
Holiday Hours: On December 27-29, the COS office will be open 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. On January 2 and 3, the office will be open 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. School will resume on January 4. 
  
Do you know a high school student looking for a change?  COS is 
accepting transfer students for the spring semester as well as 
scheduling shadow days.  Come see for yourself what makes COS a great 
high school experience.   
  
Early Registration Discount: The Christ Our Savior early registration 
deadline for 2018-2019 is January 31, 2018. The discounted rate is $150 
for those who register and pay the fee before the deadline.  
  
Super Hero Themed Trivia Night: The annual COS trivia night will be 

January 26, 2018 at 7 pm. Prizes will be awarded to the best themed 

table. Trivia questions will cover a wide variety of topics to appeal to 

trivia players of all ages and abilities. The cost is $12 per person with a 

limit of eight to a table. Students in 8th grade or under may attend for $6 

each. Reserve your table by calling 618-853-7300.  

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 

will say, Rejoice. 



 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

And Fill the Hearts of Your Faithful 

This Week at Immanuel-St. Paul 
 
 

Sunday 8:00 am Immanuel - Morning Worship  

 8:30-9:45  St. Paul's Christmas Program Practice 

 9:15 am Christmas Program Practice @ IM 

 10:00 am St. Paul's - Holy Communion 

 5:00 pm Confirmation Class @ SP 
   

Tuesday 3:30 pm St. Paul's Ladies Aid Caroling  

Wednesday 7:00 pm Advent Midweek Vespers @ IM 

Thursday 1:00 pm Bulletin Items Deadline 

Saturday 10:00 am St. Paul's Christmas Program Practice 

 11:00 am St. Paul's Christmas Program Party 

 6:00 pm Children's Christmas Program @ SP 
   

Next Sunday  Christmas Eve 

 8:00 am Immanuel - Holy Communion 

 10:00 am St. Paul's - Morning Worship  

 7:00 pm Children's Christmas Program @ IM 

Next Monday  Christmas Day 

 8:00 am Immanuel - Christmas Day Service  

 10:00 am St. Paul's Christmas Day Service 
 
 
 

 

Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and 

wait for the Lord. - Psalm 27:14 


